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and wrong and with accepted rules and standards of

behaviour.

* Thus ethical codes for counselling attempts to present
acceptable standards for practice.
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*  Therapy may be characterized by abrupt changes, which may
have severe implications for the client’s well-being.

. Counsellors are human, and humans are fallible. Ethical
codes provide guidance and accountability.
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nternal €

reasoning, actions, and situations
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client

* Development of value systems are influenced by:
— Family
— Peer group
— Culture
— Religion
— Education etc...
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* Each counslling situation 1s unique and sometimes the code
requires interpretation

* There are two dimensions to ethical decision making:

 Virtue ethics: Above and beyond the obligatory ethics and are
idealistic

* Principle ethics: Overt ethical obligations that must be addressed.
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—  Respect for client self-determination

—  Accuracy in counselling information
—  Accuracy in statements about professional competence
—  Honest statements about counselling processes and outcomes

—  Respect for diverse values
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Client Protection

Maintaining appropriate boundaries to the counselling relationship
Avoidance of emotional exploitation
Protection of clients’ physical safety

Addressing the derivational behaviour of other counsellors.
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* There was a close causal relationship between the counselor’s failure to
provide reasonable care and the client’s injury

* To provide competent treatment, counsellors need to:

only provide services for which they are qualified
accurately represent their credentials and qualifications
keep up on current information of the field, especially in specialty areas

seek counseling when they have personal issues
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— When the client is suicidal

— When the client uses a mental disorder as a legal defense
— When an underage child is being abused
— When a counselor is performing a court ordered evaluation

— When the client sues the counselor, etc ...
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Reflective Journal

— Complete your Learning Journal entry from today’s
class.
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