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CHURCHCHURCHCHURCHCHURCH

“Early Christians did not meet in building dedicated 
to worship, in common meeting places or one 
another’s homes. The word ‘CHURCH’ therefore 
referred to a body of Christian believers. 
Nowadays the word retains this meaning, as well 
as referring the building that Christians worship 
in. To distinguish them, when referring to a body 
of Christianity,  you use a capital ‘C’, as in ‘the 
Eastern Church’; when referring to the building 
itself, you use a small ‘c’.” Richard Taylor
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� 1965 ኦርታል ኦርቶዶስ “The Church of Ethiopia has been the 

repository of Ethiopian culture for the last 1600years of her 
existence.” The Church of Ethiopian  a Panorama of 
History and Spiritual Life
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“[The word Orthodox] is derived from two Greek 
words: orthos, meaning straight or right and 
hence correct, and doxa, meaning originally 
opinion (from the verb dokein or seem), but also 
glory or worship. […] it is a claim that you are 
right- in contrast to your opponents who are 
wrong.”

Binns, John (2002) An Introduction to the Christian 
Orthodox Churches 
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‘Tewahedo’ is the Ethiopian (Ge’ez) term (meaning ‘made 

one’ or ‘united’) which is the best expression conveying 

the faith of the Church, since it enphasises the inseparable 

union of the Godhead and manhood in the Person of Christ. 

Following the Cyrillian Christology, which emphasizes the 

unity of the two natures in Christ, the Ethiopian Orthodox 

Church calls herself “Tewahedo Church.”

St. Cyril’s formula ‘Christ is one Incarnate Nature of God the 

Word’. 

(Monophysite, Diaphysite, Miaphysite)

Oriental Orthodox--- Miaphysite
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